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ten, August 9, 1814, to Prince Metternieh: " When you were in Paris last, my dear   Prince, you  told the King you did not approve of the journey which Madame the Archduchess Marie Louise had made to the baths of Aix.    From the moment that the waters became useful to her health, the King would have closed his eyes to the inconveniences of this journey if he saw any.    But you, my dear Prince, thought it might give occasion, not to intrigues, but to a good deal of gossip.    You know what the tattle of a watering-place  amounts to, and what mischief these idle babblers may bring about.    A few rattle-pates go far enough to compromise themselves, and it is just this which it is necessary to avoid.    Joseph Bonaparte, who is near Aix, has committed follies which he would not have dreamed of but for her being there.    All this is of very small importance, and the King attaches none to it; but rumors of it have reached Paris, and give occasion for random talk, to the Diplomatic Corps as well as to everybody else.    People fancy they discover grave and secret intrigues at the bottom of things which are  perfectly natural and   simple.    I fancy, my dear Prince, that since the season of the baths is over for Madame the Archduchess, it may suit both you and us if her stay at Aix should not be further prolonged.    Do not misunderstand, however, the motives which induce me to make this suggestion.    Adieu, my dear Prince; preserve a kindly regard for me, and believe in my sincere attachment for yourself."